Mr. HOLMES's SERMON 
ON | 


The Death 


GovernoR SUMNER. 
0 * 


— 5 


U 
27 — 


8 
= 
u 


2=W& 


77 


EN 


PREACHED AT 
CAMBRIDGE, 
THE LORD's DAY AFTER 
THE INTERMENT 


8 


2 OF 
& | IIS EXCELLENCY 
mm 
21h: ) INCREASE SUMNER, =$SQUIRE, { 
1 GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
2, MASSACHUSETTS, 


Who died June 7, 1799, tat. 53. 


By ABIEL HOLMES, A. M. Al 


PASTOR OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE. 
— — 


DD 
BOSTON: 9 
PRINTED BY MANNING X LORING. $ 
Fe 


vet 


# fo 


7 
& 

\ 
FY 


ONION äöB ̃ ẽœEäꝛa⁵ : I YETI TYRES MIR TIER OD WIT > II 
Eee | 


LAMENTATIONS ji. 13. 


THY BREACH IS GREAT LIKE THE SEA; WHO 
| CAN HEAL THEE 2? 


HE Elegy, from which this paſlage 1s ſelected, 

is, perhaps, the moiſt complete and perfect, 
which language can furniſh. It was compoſed by 
the prophet Jeremiah, while under the full im- 
preſſion of thoſe ſorrows, which the deſolation of 
Jeruſalem, the loſs of the privileges of the temple, 
the diſſolution of the government, and the captiv- 
ity of his countrymen, could not fail to inſpire. 
It contains an accumulation of all thoſe lively fig- 
ures, and intereſting images, which would natur- 
ally occur, in ſo affecting a ſcene of things, to one, 
who united patriotiſm with piety, and.who felt, 
at once, a tender ſolicitude for the welfare of his 
fellow-citizens, and for the honour of his God.* 
At one time, he narrateth the melancholy ſtory of 
the ruin of Jeruſalem ; at another, he poureth forth 
the torrent of his grief. Now, he is abſorbed by 
his own perſonal as; ; then, again, he is over- 
whelmed 


* Nullum opinor aliud extat Poema, ubi intra tam breve ſpatium tanta, 
tam felix, tam lecta, tam illuſtris, Adjunctorum atque Imaginum varietas 
eluceat. LowTu, de Sacra Poeſi Hebræorum; Præl. xxii. 
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whelmed with the diſtreſſes of his country. At one 
moment, we find him exhorting the Jews to hu- 


miliation and penitence; at another, ſupplicating 


God to ſhew them his mercy. Oftentimes, by a 
lively figure, he perſonifies the city and temple, 
and addreſſes them as if they were alive to the ſor- 
rows which agitated his own boſom. The paſlage 
no recited is a part of ſuch a perſonification and 
addreſs. As though the fountains of imagery were 
already exhauſted ; or, as though no ſimilitude 
were adequate to the expreſſion of the public diſ- 
treſs ; the prophet exclaims : What thing ſhall I take 
to witneſs againſt thee ? what thing ſhall I liken to thee, 
O daughter of Jeruſalem? what ſhall T equal to thee, 
that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? 
for THY BREACH IS GREAT LIKE THE SEA 5 WHO CAN 
HEAL THEE ? Tu 
In the catalogue of calamities, which were the 
ſubject of this Elegy, was the loſs of the civil magiſ- 
trates of the nation. He hath cut off in his fierce 
anger, 1aith the plaintive poet, all the horn of Iſrael. 


—The elders have ceaſed from the gate. —T he crown is 


fallen from our head. 

This part of the Lamentation, my brethren, we 
are, this day, conſtrained to adopt. The hand of 
God hath recently been ſtretched out againſt us, and 


deprived us of the revered and beloved Man, who 


was at the head of our Republic. While, then, 
we lincerely unite in paying the merited tribute of 
reſpect to his memory; let us avail ourſelves of 
the melancholy occaſion, to make ſuch reflections, 


and to cheriſh ſuch impreſſions, as, by the bleſſing 
| N of 
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of God, ſhall contribute to our civil and political, 
and eſpecially to our moral and religious, improve- 
ment.— To promote theſe important ends, I will 
endeavour to ſhew, That a great breach is made 
on a community, by the death of good rulers : 

and, How ſuch a breach may be healed. 
I. How great a breach is made on a commu- 
nity, by the death of good rulers, will appear, if 
we conſider in what reſpects ſuch rulers are a bleſſ- 
ing to mankind. —Their counſels, their example, 
and their authority, render them a public bleſſing. 
Good rulers are rendered a bleſſing to a com- 
munity by their counſels. Wiſdom, to diſcern the 
true intereſts of a State, is eflential to the character 
of a good ruler. So important did this qualifica- 
tion appear in the view of Solomon, that, when 
permitted to aſk what favour he pleaſed of God, 
he ſolicited this, in preference to every other: And 
now, O Lord my God, thou hajt made thy ſervant king 
inſtead of David my father: and I am but a little child: 
I know not how to go out, or come in. And thy ſervant 
is in the midſt of thy people which thou haſt choſen, a 
great people that cannot be numbered nor counted for mul- 
titude, Give, therefore, thy ſervant an underſtanding 
heart, to judge thy people, that I may diſcern between 
good and bad : for who is able to judge this thy ſo great 
a people? With wiſdom like this, rulers can guide 
the affairs of a State with diſcretion. They perceive 
what is conducive to the public ſafety and inter- 
eſt, and what, to-the public danger and detriment. 
They are men of under/tanding in the times. By 
their judicious and ſeaſonable counſels, therefore, 
| they 
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they render the moſt important ſervices to the 
community; and, in many inſtances, are the 
ſpecial inſtruments of national ſalvation. Is it 
ſtrange, then, that the adherents of king David, 
when they found his life in danger, were fſolicit- 
ous to preſerve it, that they might not be depriv- 
ed of the ineſtimable advantage of his wiſe and 
ſalutary advices ? Then the men of David fware unto 
him, ſaying, Thou ſhalt go no more out with us to bat- 
ile, that thou quench not the light of Iſrael, 

Good rulers are, alſo, rendered a bleſſing to a com- 
munity, by their example. The influence, which men 
derive from the mere poſts of honour and power, 
is incalculable. Placed on an eminence, it is nat- 
ural for mankind to look up to them with reſpect 
and homage. When, in connexion with this ele- 
vation, they are diſtinguiſhed, at once, for abil- 


| Ittes, and for integrity and virtue, what an aſcend- 


ency do they acquire over the minds of the people ! 
Their aſſociates in the adminiſtration of govern- 
ment naturally become aſſimilated to them in princi- 
ples and manners. Men of ſubordinate rank and ſta- 
tion emulate thoſe of this firſt order. The other 


claſſes of citizens tread in the footſteps of thoſe 


who immediately precede them. What portion 
of the community, then, is altogether unaffected 
by the good example of men in power ? When 2 

Crier MacisTRATE exhibits ſuch an example, he 
is to the Political fyſtem what the Sun is to the 
Solar—the Sun, which, enlightening ſome parts of 
his ſyſtem by direct, and others by reflected, rays, 


communicates his vivifying influence to the whole. 
What 


E 
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What thus appears rational, in theory, is demon- 
ſtrated by fact. A religious prince ordinarily has 
good counſellors ; and, under his government, the 
people reſpect the duties and requirements of vir- 
tue and religion. A wicked prince has always a 
corrupt court; and the people, under his adminiſ- 
tration, become vicious and proſligate. The Puri- 
taniſm of the court and of the people of England, 
under the government of the ſerious and auſtere 
CROMWELL ; and the licentiouſneſs of both, un- 
der the ſucceeding reign of the gay and diſſipated 
CHARLES II. afford but one proof of this truth, 
among innumerable others, which the annals of 
Hiſtory record. A good ruler, - then, by ſetting 
before his people an example of virtue and piety, 
muſt advance their trueſt intereſts, and prove an 
ineſtimable bleſſing. 

Further: Good rulers are rendered a blefling 
to a community by their authority. That portion 
of power, delegated to them by the people, is em- 
ployed for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes. Inſtead of 
being made the inſtrument of their own aggran- 


dizement, it is exerted for the miaintenance of the 


laws, for the ſecurity of the rights and liberties, 


the peace and happineſs, of the people themſelves, 


from whom it was originally derived. It is ex- 
erted for the ſuppreſſion of irregularity, vice and 
wickedneſs ; and for the encouragement of order, 
virtue and piety. A good ruler is not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. He is the mini/ter of God 


for good—a revenger 19 execute wrath upon him that 


doth evil; but a rewarder of him that doth well. 
B In 


B 

in the execution of the laws, he unites juſtice 
with mercy, and firmneſs with clemency. Supe- 
rior, alike, to flattery, and to fear, he is neither 
terrified, nor allured, from his duty. Remote, 
at once, from an obſequiouſneſs to the great, and 
from a contempt of the mean, he neither favours 
the cauſe of the one, nor deſpiſes that of the other. 
Studious to diſcover truth, and to promote equi- 
ty, he judges, and acts, with a noble impartiality, 
uniform as the ordinances of Heaven. He puts on 
righteouſneſs, and it clothes him: his judgment is as a 
reve and a diadem. He is eyes 10 the blind, and feet 
to the lame. He is a father to the poor : and the cauſe 
which he knows not he ſearches out. In the exerciſe 
of a diſcretionary power, veſted in him by the 
laws, he is guided by a regard to the welfare of 
the people, and the ſafety of the State. Hence, he 
appoints no man to a poſt of public truſt, unleſs 
his principles and character are ſuch, as to entitle 
him to the confidence of the community. 

Who, then, can calculate the extent of the bleſſ- 
ing of good rulers, in a State, or nation? With- 
out ſome rulers, the benefits of civil ſociety cannot 
be enjoyed. When a facred hiſtorian had record- 
ed certain illegal and violent acts, he added, what 
very readily accounted for them: In he days there 
was no king in Tſracl : every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes. Without good rulers, man- 
kind are expoſed to the various and nameleſs evils 
of imperious tyranny, or of lawleſs anarchy. We 
cannot, then, but perceive the foundation of Sol- 
omon's remark : hen the righteous are in authority, 

the 
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the people rejoice : but when the wicked bear 1 ule, the 
pcople mourn. The one, by the propitious influ- 
ence of their counſels, example, and authority, e- 
ſentially promote the peace and ſafety, the order 
and regularity, the virtue and happineſs, of the 
community : the other, by the baneful influence 
of their counſels, example, and authority, eften- 
tially hazard the public ſafety and peace, and pro- 

mote diſorder and confuſion, vice and miſery. 
How great a breach, therefore, muſt be made 
on a community, by the death of good rulers ! 
Awful, indeed, is the chaſm, made by their re- 
moval from the ſtage of public action, and uſeful- 
neſs. If its extent is commenſurate with thc 
benefits they convey, and the happineſs they com- 
municate, to mankind ; it muſt be incalculably 
great. To every Community, deprived of a 
good Ruler, the language of the text may be 
pertinently addreſſed : Thy breach is great like the 
/ea—like the ſea, whoſe contents are immeaſura- 
ble, and whoſe irruptions cauſe deſolation and 
ruin. 
II. How, then, may ſuch a breach be healed : 
| Thy breach is great like the ſea ; wHo CAN HE! 
THEE ?— The general anſwer to this queſtion may 
be given with clearneſs and deciſion. It is Gop, 
only, who can heal the breach, occaſioned by fo 
afflictive an event. It was his divine hand which 
cauſed the melancholy chaſm ; and the ſame hand, 
only, 1s able to repair it. It was by the provi- 
denc2 of God, that the good ruler was raiſed to 
the office of government. By the ſame provi- 
dence, 


„ 

dence, he was removed from the chair of State to 
the manſion of the tomb. On the ſame Provi- 
dence, then, muſt the bereaved people be depend- 
ent, for the healing of that breach, which the death 
of a good magiſtrate hath occaſioned. Promotion 
cometh neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from 
the ſouth : But God is the Fudge : he putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up another. His humiliating and preter- 
natural diſpenſation, toward the Babylonian king, 
was ordained, To the intent that the living may know, 
that the Mot High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and gib- 
eth it to whomfocver be will.* Sometimes, as in that 
memorable inſtance, he ſe1teth up over it the baſe/t of 
men. At other times, he raiſeth to this important 
truſt, men of diſtinguiſhed wifdom and integrity. 
When he puniſhed the wayward and rebellious II- 
: raclites, he gave them à king in his anger, and took 
him a<vay in his wrath. When he blefled them, he 
ſought him a man after his own heart; and commanded 
him to be captain over his people. It is the divine pre- 
rogative thus to curſe a people with bad rulers, or 
to bleſs them with good ones. Who, then, but 
God, can heal the breach made on a community 
by the death of a good ruler ?-—But in this in- 
ſtance, as in every other, the end 1s not to be ex- 
pected, without the means. There are duties 1n- 
cumbent on the people, without the obſervance of 
which they have no reaſon to expect ſuch a breach 

will be healed. 
1. They muſt pray to God for his bleſſing. Ev- 
ery good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh 


* Danicl vii. 14. 
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cameth down from the Father of lighis. A good ruler, 
then, who is one of the beſt and moR perfect gifts 
with which communities are bleſt, is from above, 
and is the gift of God. To Him, therefore, ought 
a people, when deprived of their rulers, to look for 
this ineſtimable gift. We have ſeen that the cleva- 
tion. of men to oflices of government is by divine 
ordination. However apparently contingent this 
event, it never takes place without the influential 
agency, or providential control, of Almighty God. 
De lot is caſt into the lap : but the whole diſpofing thereof 
is of the Lord. To the influence of the ſame agency 
and control are the diſpoſitions and actions of ru- 
lers ſubjected. The King's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water : he turneth it whitherſo- 
ever he will, Does this entire dependence on God 
preclude the utility, or the neceſſity, of prayer ? 
Far from it. It renders prayer, at once, a natural 
and an indiſpenſable duty. Does the ſovereign 
will of God, in the government of nations, render 
prayer ſuperfluous? By no means. T the Lord build 
the ruined places, and plant that which was deſolate : 
T the Lord have ſpoken it, and I will do it. Did this 
decree deſtroy the uſe of prayer ? What is added 
to the declaration of this decree, by the prophet ? 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired 
of by the houſe of Iſracl, to do it for them. It, then, 
the people, who are deprived of a good ruler, ex- 
pect the breach to be healed, they muſt humbly 
and fervently unite in prayer to God, that he 
would raiſe them up another, duly qualified for 
the 1mportant truſt, and that he would bleſs his 
_ adminiſtration, = 


2. They 


W 
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2. They muſt be attentive to the choice of their 


rulers. When they have the privilege of ſuch a 
choice, to neglect or abuſe it, is to forfeit all the 


invaluable bleſſings which its faithful improvement 


is calculated to procure. To miſimprove this mean 
of repairing the breach, and, at the ſame time, to 
pray to God to repair it, is groſs hypocriſy. To 
neglect this mean, and, at the ſame time, to truſt 
in God for the deſired end, is impious preſumption. 


When, therefore, the citizens of a free State are 


deprived of a good ruler, they ſhould be religioully 
attentive to the choice of a ſucceſſor : I ſay relig- 
zou/ly attentive, becauſe on this point are ſuſpended 
all the deareſt intereſts of ſociety. Whether an 
oath of fidelity is required by the laws, or not, ev- 
ery citizen ſhould feel ſacredly obligated to avail 
himſelf of his choiceſt privilege, and to uſe it in 


the wiſeſt and beſt manner, as being accountable 
to the community, to his own conſcience, and to 


God.—From the firſt part of this diſcourſe it is 
apparent, that the rulers of a State ought to be 
men of ability, of integrity, of patriotiſm, and of 
piety. Such men, therefore, ought to be choſen. 
The counſel given to Moſes, above three thouſand 
years ago, is worthy to be written in letters of 


gold, for the perpetual obſervance of every ſucceſ- 


five generation of mankind : Thou ſhalt provide out 
of all the people able men, ſuch as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetouſneſs ; and place ſuch over them 
40 be rulers. 


3. They muſt honour and obey the rulers of | 


their choice. The arduous labours, and complex 
| duties, 
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CL 3 3 
duties, which devolve on faithful magiſtrates, view- 
ed in connex1on with the very important ſervices 
which they render to the community, entitle them 
to peculiar reſpect. The apoſtolical direction, rel- 
ative to the treatment of eccleſiaſtical officers in 
the Church, is altogether applicable to the treat- 


| ment of civil officers in the State : Let the elders 


that rule well be counted worthy of double honour.— 
And, while their adminiſtration is conformable 


to the Conſtitution and laws of the land, they have 


a juſt claim to the obedience of the people. That 
ſtate of ſociety, in which the laws remain unexecu- 
ted, and civil rulers are diſobeyed, is more to be 
deprecated than a ſtate of nature. In ſuch a ſtate, 


good citizens have neither reward for their virtue, 
nor ſecurity for their rights. Evil men find en- 
couragement to the commiſſion of acts of fraud 


and violence. Anarchy, with her train of name- 
leſs evils, advances with rapid ſtrides : and noth- 
ing remains to the convulſed State, but confu- 
ſion and miſery. Obedienct, therefore, to lawful 
magiſtrates is eſſential to the ſafety and happi- 
neſs of a community. Reaſon inculcates it as 
an indiſpenſable duty. Religion enforces it by 
the ſanction of the higheſt authority. The 
Lord deſtroyed Korah and his company, for their 
rebellion againſt Moſes. Jeſus Chriſt wrought a 


miracle, to procure the tribute which he was not 


obligated to pay. It was his precept : Render 
to Ceſar the things which are Ce/ar's. It was the 
precept of one of his apoſtles : Let every ſoul be 
ſubject to the higher powers ; and of another: Sub- 

mit 
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Nit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's 


ſake ; whether it be to the hing as ſupreme ; or unto 
governors, as unto them that are ſent by him for the 
prniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them 
that do well. Without a compliance with theſe 
precepts, the breach, occaſioned by the death of 
good rulers, can never be healed. 

4. They muſt, above all things, practiſe the 
duties of virtue and piety. The influence of 
Religion, on the welfare and happineſs of a com- 


munity, has been too often demonitrated,* to 


require a formal proof, in this place ; nor would 
the limits of this Diſcourſe permit the attempt. 
Let it, however, be ſummarily obſerved, that the 
Religion contained in the holy oracles, and cſ- 
pecially in the Goſpel of IEsus CHRIST, is equal- 
ly propitious to the public welfare, and to indi- 
vidual happineſs ; that, by regulating all the paſ- 
ſions and affections, and conſecrating all the yow- 
ers of the body, and all the faculties of the ſoul, 
to God, it, at once, inſures a ſacred regard to his 
honour, and to the beſt intereſts of his creatures; 
that it prompts its votaries, in every ſtation and 
relation of life, to fidelity; that it makes good 
huſbands and wives, good parents and children, 
good maſters and ſervants, good rulers and ſub- 
jects; that it engages the patronage of Almighty 
God; and that, in proportion to its influence, the 


evils of a community become diminiſhed, and its 
bleſſings 


» 


* Sce an excellent Eſſay on the Influence of Religion on Civil Society, 
by the Rev. Tnouas RExss, of South-Carolina; Neckxar, On the Im- 
portance of Religious Opinions; Profeſſor Tarpan's Faſt Sermon, 1798, 
on Prov. xiv. 34; and Dr. DwicuT's Sermon On the Means of Public 


Happineſs, 


R 


„ 
bleſſings increaſed.“ Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: 
but /in is a reproach to any people. In vain, then, do 
the people, who have experienced the loſs of a good 
ruler, expect the breach will be healed, without Re- 
ligion. Let them fear God, and obey his laws, let 


them be penitent for their fins, and become a holy 


people to the Lord; and, though their breach is 


great like the ſea, as ſhall heal it. 
The ſolemnity, viſible in this aſſembly, evinces, 


that the obſervations, now made, are but too ap- 
plicable 


] do not remember to have ſcen ſo much ſaiſchood, condenſed into one 
ſentence, as in the following paſſage of M. Volney, ia which that inſidious 
infidel makes the Mahometans ſay to Chriſtian prieſts : “ Your morality 
throughout is unfriendly to human intercourſe, a code of miſanthropy, cal- 
culated to give men a diſguſt for life and ſociety, and attach chem to ſoli- 
tud2 and celibacy.”F Ruins, p. 289. Had this charge been aimed at the 
monaſtic ſyſtem, it would have had ſomewhat to ſupport it : but, applied, as 
it was evidently deſigned to be, to the Geſpel of Chrif, it is exactly the re- 
verſe of the truth. If M. Volney really knew what the Goſpel is, this 


groſs miſrepreſentation of its tendency was unpardonable. If he knew 


it not, he ought, in imitation of his brother philoſophiſt, who wrote, not 
long ſince, againſt the Bible, ingenuoufly to have acknowledged, that he 
had not read it for many years, —if, indeed, he had read it at all. But 
CuRISTIANITY has little to fear from ſuch enemies. When every niche 
in the Pantheon ſhall be filled, and the projected experiment of the © Re- 
public of Atheiſts“ f ſhall be completed; the wiſe men of the world will 
better know, than at preſent, the nature and tendency of Chriſtian morali- 
ty, and will be conſtrained to revert to theſe maxims of antiquated wiſdom : 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation. — Happy is that people, whoſe God is the LoRD. 


+ Let a Chriſtian pbhilgſepber, not of the pricſthoed, who bad ſludizd Chriſ- 


tianity, expoſe this calumny : At the ſame time that the doctrines of the Goſpel 
elevate our thoughts, its ſublime morality accompanies, in ſome meaſure, our laws 
end inflitutions. Let us render bomage to Chriſtianity for that ſacred tie which 
it has formed, in uniting, not for a moment, but for the whole of life, the fate of 
fzvo beings, one having need of ſupport, and the other of comfort. 


Religion has 


taught us, that the friendſhips of a world, in which ſelfiſhneſs reigns, have need of 
being cemented by that community of intereſts and honours, of which marriage only 
gives us an idea. NECKAR. 


þ © Every other Republic, but that of Atheiſts,” has been pronounced, by a 
Committee of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION i @ Great Nation, to bs 4 chimera," 
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plicable to the preſent ſtate of the community, of 
which we are part. How great a breach hath God, 
in his holy providence, made on our Republic, by 
the death of its CHIET MacisTRATE ! Poſſeſſed of 
talents which peculiarly qualiſied him for public 
uſefulneſs, he early devoted them to the ſervice of 
his country. Diſpaſſionate in inquiry, patient in 
inveſtigation, correct in judgment, candid in tem- 
per, and amiable in manners, he was formed to ac- 
quire an aſcendency over men, and to obtain their 
confidence and eſteem. His fellow- citizens were 
not flow to diſcern, nor negligent to appreciate, 
his worth, For many years, he filled one, or 
another, of the higheſt offices of the Common- 
wealth. And what a rich bleſſing has he been to 
the community, by his counſels, example, and au- 
thority ! | i 

His counfels, dictated by prudence, and guided 
by principle, have eſſentially promoted the public 
welfare. In dubious caſes, and in critical conjunc- 
tures, his 20% em and knowledge have contributed to 

the ability of our times. 

is example, characterized by candour and integ- 
rity, by benevolence and juſtice, by fairneſs and 
moderation, by virtue and religion, has been an 
ineſtimable bleſſing to the community. His early 
profeſſion of the religion of Chriſt that religion 
which not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many migh- 
zy, not many noble, regard—his uniform reſpect to 
its doctrines and precepts, to its laws and inſtitu- 
tions; and his friendſhip for its miniſters ; furniſh 
a teſtimony to his CHRISTIAN character, of infi- 


nitely more value than all the other accumulated 
honours 


* 


of honours which his name ſuſtains. How extenſive 
d, have been the effects of his example, in an unbe- 
y lieving age, towards checking the progreſs of in- 
of fidelity, diſcountenancing the vicious and profii- 
ow gate, and encouraging the friends of virtue and 
. piety, it is impoſſible to calculate. 

” His authority, too, has been improved to | pur- 
» | Poſes the moſt ſalutary. In every department of 


5 the Government he has participated, and ſhewn all 


g good fidelity in cach.* In the legiſlative department, 
4 he was wiſe, prudent, and patriotic ; in the udicial, 
b diſcerning, impartial, and uncorrupt ; in the ex- 
4 eculive, diſcreet, faithful, and dignified. In this laſt 
g and moſt important oſſice, how happily did he con- 
ö _ ciliate the eſteem, and command the reſpect, of the 
: citizens of this Commonwealth! How clearly did 


their general ſuffrages deſignate him to be the man 
| of their choice; and how fully has the experience 
| of two years demonſtrated the wiſdom of their 
election ! How firm, yet how temperate, how de- 
ciſive, yet how pacific, has been his official deport- 
ment! Inflexible in the purſuit of the public in- 


tereſt, as a mean of its promotion, he ſtudioully 


ſought to attach the citizens to their government, 


and to cement their union. To deſigning men, 
and. 


* He was a Repreſentative of the town of Roxbury, for ſeveral years : 
and, afterwards, a Senator for the County of Suffolk. He was one of the 


Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court from 1782 to 1797; when, on the 


reſignation of Governor Apams, he was elected Governor of the Com- 
monwealth. 


+ © I hold it an article in my political creed, that the People and their 
Government are inſeparably united ; and that whoever attempts to divide 
them, cannot be viewed in any other light, than as aiming a blow at the 
main pillar on which the whole ſuperſtructure reſts.” —© Notwithſtand- 
ing individual citizens may have entertained different opinions, as to the 

motives 
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and to party- meaſures, he was, of courſe, uniformly 
oppoſed. Under his adminiſtration, the voice of 
Faction, if not ſilenced, has been rarely audible ; 
and Calumny, which ſeldom ſpares the great and 
the good, has not dared to aſſail his private char- 
acter, nor to impeach his public conduct. 

His policy was founded on the broad baſis of 
the general good. Cordially attached to the Con- 
ſtitution of the United States, and to that of the 
Commonwealth, he uniformly ſupported both. 
The Adminiſtration of the Federal Government 
he highly approved, and publicly commended; 


and, in the criſis of danger, he co- operated, with 


promptitude and zcal, in promoting its meaſures 
for the national defence. In his appointments tq 
offices of truſt, he ſelected men of patriotiſm and 
probity, whoſe regard to the combined intereſts of 
the State and Nation was unequivocal, Riſing 
above that narrow policy, which ſeeks to procure 
local advantages at the expenſe of national, and 
which would hazard the whole for the aggran- 
dizement of a part, he generouſly ſought, in the 
ſpirit of true patriotiſm, to advance the intereſts 


and the honour of UNITED America. His ad- 


miniſtration 


motives and conſequences of the wars and revolutions in Europe; yet I 
am confident they will nat diſagree in one point, I mean the neceſſity of 
union among ourſelves, in order ſucceſsſully to defend our liberties and. 
independence.” The Governor's Speech to the Legiſlature, June 2, 1798. 


* He was a member of the Maſſachuſetts Convention, which adopted 
and ratified the Federal Conſtitution ; and exerted his influence for its 
adoption and ratification. 


+ See the Specch mentioned above, and the other communications of 
the Governor to the Legiſlature. In his laſt Speech, Jan. IT, 1799, he 
ſpake of the American Government as © the mildeſt, and,” in his judg- 
ment, © the wiſeſt government the world had ever ſeen.” | 


TS 


— 8” 


„ 
miniſtration has been diſtinguiſhed for dignity and 
tranquillity, and, under the ſmiles of a good Prov- 


idence, has eſſentially contributed to the union 


and energy, to the peace and ſafety, to the proſper- 
ity and happineſs, of our Republic. 

Such, my brethren, was the man whom we 
revered and loved; and ſuch the Chief Magiſtrate 
whom we have loſt. No more ſhall we enjoy the 
beneſit of his counſels, and example; no longer 
ſhall we be bleſt with his excellent amine 
How incalculable is our loſs | This 1s, indeed, a 
breach great like the ſea. 

To whom, then, ſhall we look to heal it, but to 
Gop ? His underſtanding is infinite; his power 
is unlimited ? When he giveth quietneſs, who then 
can make trouble ? and when he hideth his face, who 
then can behold him? whether it be done againſt a nation, 
or againſt a man only. By his holy hand we are 
deprived of an excellent GovERNOR: to his prov- 
idential care and bleſſing muſt we be indebted, for 
the ſupply of that melancholy chaſm which his 
death has made. 

Leet us, therefore, unite in ſincere and fervent 
prayer to Him, to repair this great breach. We 
are now under the ſpecial frowns of his holy prov- 
idence. Let us not be heedleſs of his rebuke. Let 
us hear the rod, and him who hath appointed it, leſt 
this be but the harbinger of more awful calamities. 
The duty of prayer is now ſpecially incumbent 
on all orders and degrees of men in the Com- 
monwealth, that this affecting diſpenſation may be 
ſanctiſied, and this loſs repaired. When God had. 
commenced a judicial puniſhment of his ancient 


people, 


C 
people, he ſaid that he would deſtroy them, had not 


Moſes his choſen ſtood before him in the breach; to turn 


away his wrath. Let us unitedly ſtand in this 
breach, and importunately pray to God that He 
would heal it. 
Nor let us be negligent of thoſe means, with 
which God hath favoured us, for the ſame end. 
While other nations are groaning under the yoke 
of oppreſſion, we are bleſt with the ineſtimable 
privilege of free conſtitutions of government, which 
inſure to us the election of our own rulers. Our 
Governors proceed from ourſelves. The right of ſuf- 
frage let us ever hold ſacred ; and, when called to 
exerciſe it, let it be exerciſed with deliberation, 
with ſeriouſneſs, and with conſcientious fidelity. 
Uninfluenced by party, let every citizen candidly 
inquire the true characters of candidates for the 
firft office of government, and give his ſuffrage for 
him, who appears moſt eminent for his ability and 
integrity, for his patriotiſm and piety. | 
Our lawful magiſtrates, too, let us honour and 
obey. That querulous temper, which complains 
of every public meaſure, and which is hoſtile to 
every legiſlative AR, let us deeply abhor. If we 
love our country, let us ſupport our Conſtitutions. 
If we are real friends of liberty, let us maintain the 
laws. If we regard the public ſafety and peace, let 
us pay reſpect, and yield obedience, to thoſe, who, 
by the providence of God, and with our own 
choice, are appointed to rule over us. Why are 
we exhorted to make ſupplications, prayers, and in- 
zerceſſions, for all that are in authority ?—T hat we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and 
hone/ty. 


C43 3 
honeſty. If we would not mock God by our pray- 
ers; if we would not diſturb the peace, and de- 
ſtroy the happineſs, of the community ; and make 
{till greater than the ſea that breach, already, alas, 
too great ! let us be ſubject not only for wrath, but 


| alſo for conſcience? ſake, and render to all their dues ; 


tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour. | 
Let us, eſpecially, practiſe the duties of virtue 
and piety. Let us reverence and adore, ſerve and 
obey, the God of our fathers. Let us ſacredly re- 
gard the ſabbaths and the ſanctuary of the Lord, 
and exert our combined influence to check that 
impious profanation of both, which marks the 


_ preſent generation, and which threatens to draw 
down the judicial puniſhments of Heaven on our 


country. Let us obey from the heart the Goſpel of 
our Lord and Saviour JEsus CHRIST, and relig- 
iouſly obſerve its divine inſtitutions. Denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly lufts, let us live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
ly, and godly, in this preſent world, —the faſhion of 
which paſſeth away. 

May the intereſting and monitory ſcene, of the 
laſt week, ſerve to raiſe our aſpiring thoughts above 
the honours and pleaſures of this momentary ſtate. 
The office of rulers, reſembling that of the great 
GoveRNoR of the world, affords no ſecurity againſt 
the arreſts of death. I have ſaid, Je are gods ; and 
all of you children of the Mot High : But ye ſhall die 
like men. The great and the ſmall, the mightieſt 
men of the earth and the baſeſt, /hall lie down alike 
in the duſt, and the worms ſhall cover them. Be wiſe 
now, therefore, O ye kings ! be inſtructed, ye judges of 

the 
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the earth ! Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 


trembling. Remember, ye are mortal. Contem- 
plate, often, the approach of that potent king who 


_ delights in breaking ſceptres, demoliſhing thrones, 


and levelling the mighty with the duſt. And ſeeb- 
ehe thou great things for thyſelf ? Seek them not. Seek 
firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs ; and the 
periſhing honours of time ſhall ſoon be abſorbed 
in the unfading glorics of immortality. 
Whatever 1s our rank, or ſtation, may we never 
forget, that he time is ſhort, and that it is only by a 
life of virtue and piety, that we can be prepared for 
that eventful ſcene, which will cloſe the drama of 
life. The righteous hath hope in his death. Wheth- 
er, therefore, we regard the preſent world, or the 
future ; whether we would promote our individ- 
ual happineſs, or the public good ; whether we 
would be good citizens, or good Chriſtians ; let us 


ſerve God, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, 


all the days of our life. It we are a penitent and 
holy people, God, even our own God, ſhall bleſs us.— 
Come, then, and let us return to the Lord : for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us, he hath — and he 
will bind us _ 


